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[bookmark: _GoBack]So, Dave Riley, the new Governor’s Chief of Staff. A man I somehow have never met before. What’s your deal, what’s your story? And I’m just asking that – that’s just personal curiosity; I’m not asking as a reporter, okay? I’m not trying to break any rules. I’m completely clear about the whole” not asking any questions” thing. I got the memo. The figurative memo. The message. I got the message. About not asking any probing questions. You look like you have no idea what I’m talking about. The rules – clearly laid out to me about this interview, that I’m not here as a reporter; I’m just here because my boss, the head of our news division, is pals with Arhtur Vance. They go golfing together – is that what it is, golfing?... Sorry, that was – That was totally a question. That’s just… me; even when I’m not being a reporter, I sound like a reporter. The way you sound like a politician even when you’re not being a politician. Actually you don’t sound like much of a politician… Oh look, you don’t have to pretend that… I’m sorry I mentioned it – was I not supposed to mention it? Okay, I don’t exactly know the etiquette of… I’m just telling you – I don’t know why I’m telling you – I’m just… I’m not a big fan of people in the news business being pals with the people we’re supposed to cover, okay? And these arrangements, where you do us a favor, like offering an exclusive interview with the Governor, and we do you a favor, like promising the reporter won’t ask any tough questions. Just “How does it feel?” kind of stuff. Since, apparently, our new Governor is not very bright. Is that true, by the way – is Ned Newley not very bright? Shit I did it again. Honestly, it’s involuntary – it just comes out – but I really don’t want to get fired today, so… No more questions. Eight years I’ve been covering politics in this state, this is my first time setting foot in the Governor’s office, but I will just sit here and… smile pretty for the camera. Right? Sorry.
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