Ho Ho Ho!  The Santa Claus Chronicles

Side 7 – Phone Operator (monologue talking to husband seeking gift for his wife)

OPERATOR: (w/ headset):  
· North Pole Hotline, may I help you? 
· Now, now, just take it easy, I’m sure we can help you— Well, let’s start with last year—
·  Right, what did you give her last Christmas? (Slight pause.)
· Can’t remember.
·  Okay, what about her birthday? What did you give her for— (Slight pause.) Can’t remember.
·  What about your anniversary? When is your anniversary? (Slight pause.) Can’t remember. 
·  Have you asked her what she wants for Christmas? (Slight pause.) She said she’s already told you. Five times.
·  How about a memory course? (Slight pause.) No, for you.
· That’s right, just look around and see what you think your wife needs—
·  You have to be a little sneaky. You can’t let her see you looking around.
·  You’ve tried that already? Now, don’t give up.
·  I know. What about perfume? How does she smell?
· What about bath soap? (Slight pause.) Good point. She may think you’re telling her she needs a bath.
· I know! Give her a gift basket. (Slight pause.) No, with stuff in it.
· What about a gift card? You can personalize it by getting it from some place she loves to shop. (Smiles.) No problem, glad to be of help. 
· (Pushes a button and leans back and exhales deeply.)


